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This statement details our school’s use of early years pupil premium for academic year 2025-2026 to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils. 
It outlines our early years pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of early years pupil premium had within our school. 
School overview
	Detail
	Data

	Hindley Nursery School

	Number of pupils aged 2-4yrs in school 
	84

	Proportion (%) of early years pupil premium eligible pupils
	38%

	Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy plan covers 
	2025-2026

	Date this statement was published
	November 2025

	Date on which it will be reviewed
	October 2026

	Early years pupil premium lead
	Rachel Lewis


Funding overview
	Detail
	Amount

	Early years pupil premium funding allocation this academic year
	£20,790

	Early years pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years (enter £0 if not applicable)
	£0

	Total budget for this academic year
If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this funding, state the amount available to your school this academic year
	£20,790


Part A: Early years pupil premium strategy plan
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Statement of intent
At Douglas Valley Nursery School we aim to provide quality first teaching as a priority to support children’s development holistically. We aim to develop practice and provision of the highest quality to enable all children to reach their potential, through a relentless focus on the progress of our disadvantaged children and awareness of their needs in all that we do. 
Overcoming barriers to learning is at the heart of our early years pupil premium strategy and as such we do not allocate personal budgets per child in receipt of EYPP. Instead, we identify the barrier to be addressed and the interventions required, whether in small groups, large groups, the whole school or as individuals. 
Challenges
This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged pupils.
	Challenge number
	Detail of challenge 

	1
	Low starting points in all 3 prime areas

	2
	A high percentage of children who are eligible for EYPP are also identified as SEND or emerging SEND.  

	3
	Many children start nursery without the necessary skills and attitudes that underpin strong learning behaviours, including self-regulation skills, resilience and focus and attention skills. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Intended outcomes 
This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved.
	Intended outcome
	Success criteria

	Children develop the gross and fine motor skills necessary for writing readiness, including core strength, shoulder stability, grip control, and bilateral coordination.
Staff confidently deliver Doodle Sticks, Dough Disco, and Sticky Kids sessions to embed physical development into daily practice.
Additional staffing enables smaller intervention groups (2–5 children) for targeted support and increased engagement.
Children demonstrate improved self-regulation, resilience, and confidence through regular well-being sessions.
Staff adopt and model consistent strategies for promoting emotional health across the setting.
Practitioners understand the link between physical development, literacy, and well-being and apply evidence-informed strategies effectively.

	Observations and assessments show children can: 
Hold and control writing tools with appropriate grip.
Perform mark-making with improved accuracy and stamina.
Demonstrate core strength and coordination during movement activities.
Small group sessions are delivered regularly and documented.
Progress tracked through assessment tracker. 
Children show reduced anxiety and improved ability to manage emotions.
Staff consistently implement well-being strategies in daily routines.
Staff can: 
Deliver physical development programmes effectively.
Model and embed well-being practices across the setting.





Activity in this academic year
This details how we intend to spend our early years pupil premium this academic year to address the challenges listed above.
Total Early Years Pupil Premium funding: £20,790
Teaching 

	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Training delivered to enable staff to implement literacy programmes during group and adult focused activities to support the physical development necessary for later writing skills using:
Doodle sticks
Dough Disco
Sticky Kids 
	 What the Evidence Says About Physical Development for Writing
Physical Development is Foundational for Writing
Writing readiness depends on gross motor skills (core strength, shoulder stability) and fine motor skills (finger dexterity, grip strength) before formal handwriting begins. These skills develop through repeated, varied movement experiences indoors and outdoors. [strongerpr...ubs.org.uk], [teachearlyyears.com], [educatione...ion.org.uk]
Effective Approaches
The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) notes that physical development interventions can lead to up to five months of additional progress in early literacy. [educatione...ion.org.uk]
Programmes like Dough Disco are cited in UK practice as structured, repetitive, and playful approaches that strengthen muscles needed for writing. [portland.c...mies.co.uk]
Pre-writing skills require strong gross motor foundations (core strength, shoulder stability, bilateral coordination) before fine motor control can develop. Sticky Kids supports these through:
Whole-body movement and balance.
Crossing the midline (important for bilateral integration).
Rhythm and sequencing (linked to motor planning).
These are essential prerequisites for handwriting readiness.



	1
2
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Targeted support
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Employ an additional member of staff to maintain lower than required ratios to facilitate appropriate interventions.  Interventions will focus on the physical development needed as a prerequisite to writing skills. (see above)
	Research and guidance from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) and early years best practice highlight that small group interventions (typically 2–5 children) are highly effective for accelerating progress in targeted areas such as language, phonics, and early maths. Smaller groups allow practitioners to:
Provide individualised support: Activities can be tailored to each child’s developmental stage and needs.
Increase engagement and participation: Children are more likely to stay focused and actively contribute in a small group setting.
Offer immediate feedback: Practitioners can correct misconceptions and reinforce learning in real time.
Strengthen relationships: Small groups foster trust and confidence, creating a safe space for children to take risks in learning.

Evidence Base
EEF Teaching & Learning Toolkit reports that small group tuition can lead to +4 months of additional progress compared to no intervention, particularly when sessions are structured and led by trained staff.
Studies on early years pedagogy show that reducing group size improves interaction quality, enabling practitioners to work within children’s Zone of Proximal Development (Vygotsky), which is critical for language and cognitive growth.
Lower adult-to-child ratios are linked to better outcomes in communication, social-emotional development, and early literacy.
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Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing)
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Lead member of staff for well-being to attend the training and disseminate good practice strategies and model well-being sessions to other staff across the school. This can then be implemented Implement to improve children’s self-regulation
	Why Well-Being Matters
Children’s emotional health and well-being are fundamental to their ability to learn, develop, and thrive. The EYFS Statutory Framework identifies Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) as a prime area of learning, underpinning all other areas. When children feel safe, valued, and emotionally secure, they are more likely to engage positively with learning experiences.
Evidence Base
Research shows that early intervention to support emotional regulation and resilience leads to improved outcomes in language, literacy, and social skills.
The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) highlights that social and emotional learning programmes can have a positive impact on attainment and behaviour, especially when delivered consistently and by trained staff.
Well-being sessions help children develop: 
Self-regulation skills (managing emotions and behaviour).
Confidence and self-esteem.
Social competence (sharing, turn-taking, empathy).
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic year
Pupil premium strategy outcomes 24-25
Employ an additional member of staff to maintain lower than required ratios to facilitate appropriate interventions, focusing on the prime areas of learning.  
Outcome
An addition member of staff was employed to help support the lower ratios.

Continue to provide a Learning to Learn classroom to provide targeted support to the most vulnerable EYPP children who also have SEND. 
Outcome
The learning to learn classroom was provided to target support for our children with additional needs. 

Lead member of staff to attend the local authority early years well-being training and cascade to other staff. Implement the approach to improve children’s self-regulation.  
Outcome
The school has now identified a member of staff who will attend the training. 

40% of EYPP children met milestones in Communication and language 
25% of EYPP children met milestones in Personal, Social and Emotional Development.
50% of EYPP children met milestones in Physical Development
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